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SCIENCE AT THE SERVICE OF 
BIODIVERSITY 

The EU is setting up a dedicated Science Service to provide decision makers 
with timely research-based options for policymaking on biodiversity. 

Biodiversity-rich ecosystems are essential for life. They provide food, health and 
medicines, materials, recreation, wellbeing and much more. Scientific evidence 
shows that ecosystem services are deteriorating rapidly and that biodiversity 
loss has accelerated despite the measures taken at EU and global level. The 
EU biodiversity strategy for 20301 sets out to put a halt to this, but its success 
depends on the effective implementation of science-based policies.

The challenge of making science available to policymakers

Biodiversity is complex: understanding interactions between genes, habitats, ecosystem services and the drivers 
that affect them is a challenge for scientists and policymakers alike. New scientific knowledge is produced every 
day, but often it is not accessible at the right time and in the right format for policymakers and end users to apply. 
Biodiversity science is fragmented and data often scattered, in different formats, across organisations, expert 
networks, research initiatives and sectors. Notwithstanding these complexities, timely sharing sound knowledge 
and getting feedback from policymakers is crucial. It should be a continuous two-way exchange. 

A dedicated science service 

At EU and international level, progress has been made on science-policy interfaces in the last years. Initiatives 
and tools such as BISE, Oppla, EKLIPSE or BiodivERsA are already collecting and brokering knowledge for 
EU policymakers (see text boxes). The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 stresses the need of science-based 
policymaking2. Hence, it mandates the establishment of a science-policy mechanism (‘Science Service’) for 
research-based policy options and for ratcheting up the implementation of biodiversity commitments. Once set up 
under Horizon Europe, this Science Service, scientific pillar of the Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD)3, offers 
support to all bodies involved in the implementation and governance of the EU Biodiversity strategy for 2030. 
Making use of and complementing existing science-policy initiatives, the Science Service is meant to become the 
principal EU mechanism to support a dynamic dialogue between science and policy in order to systematically 
integrate research and innovation into EU biodiversity policymaking, implementation, monitoring and review 
through the KCBD. 

1.  The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 is a comprehensive, long-term plan to put Europe’s biodiversity on a path to recovery by 2030, and contains specific 
actions and commitments. 

2.  The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 requires the establishment of a long-term strategic research agenda to define research and innovation priorities 
for biodiversity.

3.  The goal of the KCBD is to make the latest knowledge on biodiversity available to strengthen the impact of EU policies. 

Research and
Innovation

https://ipbes.net/global-assessment-report-biodiversity-ecosystem-services
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/
https://oppla.eu/
https://eklipse.eu/
https://www.biodiversa.org/956
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/biodiversity_en


How will the Science Service work in practice?
The role of the Science Service can entail: 

• Translate policy needs into research questions.

• Propose policy options based on the available research results. This implies identifying relevant research, but 
also policy domains that would need scientific underpinning. It does so upon request or by offering support if it 
identifies emerging issues from scientific knowledge that would be useful to policy.

• Be the main entry point linking European research to biodiversity policymaking at different levels:  
The Science Service provides scientific knowledge to support the relevant EU services (such as the Environmental 
Knowledge Community4), its high-level decision makers and expert working groups for the implementation of EU 
policies, and to national policymakers. It delivers up-to-date science-based input for the implementation of the 
actions envisaged in the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. 

• Endeavour to create consistency in the scientific knowledge used and proposes options for biodiversity-friendly 
policies, including for key policy enablers such as monitoring systems. It also provides tailored-made knowledge 
to support implementation at the local level. This translates into providing specific options for each governance 
level depending on their specificities. In addition, the Science Service provides research-based knowledge to 
support actions to reach international targets.

• Identify, gather and translate relevant research when requested, through the KCBD when relevant. The Science 
Service provides a timely response by either using relevant existing science outcomes (including datasets and 
results from previous EU-funded research) or contributing to fill the knowledge gap by transmitting the request 
to the new Biodiversity Partnership5 and/or the upcoming Horizon Europe Missions6 or by asking other experts 
and existing science-policy interfaces to conduct the necessary analysis.

• Act as the scientific pillar of the KCBD. In concrete terms, the Science Service contributes to the identification 
of key priorities for long-term strategic research on biodiversity and its recovery; it brings all R&I biodiversity 
projects together and facilitates their cooperation. It delivers to policymakers foresight, scenarios and pathways 
and involves the public by communicating biodiversity-related science in innovative and engaging ways. 

4.  DG Research and Innovation, DG Environment, DG Clima, DG Estat, the Joint Research Centre and the European Environment Agency as core members.
5.  The Biodiversity Partnership includes a science-based support for biodiversity policymaking, gathering Research and Environment Ministries, Research 

Funding Organisations and Foundations and Environmental Protection Agencies.
6.  EU Missions are commitments to solve some of the greatest challenges facing our world like fighting cancer, adapting to climate change, protecting our 

oceans, living in greener cities and ensuring soil health and food. 

Oppla is the EU Repository 
of Nature-Based Solutions. It 

provides a knowledge marketplace; a database of 
case studies; a news service and helpdesk; supporting 
a community from science, policy, business, 
government and civil society.

EKLIPSE is a European science-policy 
platform on biodiversity, synthesizing the 
best available knowledge from scientists 
and other knowledge holders. Its aim is 

to facilitate decisions through a transparent, proven 
and robust request process and to increase citizen 
engagement in science-policy activities.

The pan-European ERA-Net 
BiodivERsA is active at the 

science-society/policy interface. There it works with 
selected projects beyond their life span by offering 
knowledge brokerage activities with additional 
funding, policy briefs based on project results, or 
promoting academic or societally relevant outputs of 
the projects it funds.

The Biodiversity Information 
System for Europe is the key 

entry point for data and information on biodiversity 
supporting the implementation of the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy and the achievement of the United Nations 
biodiversity targets. 

https://www.biodiversa.org/1759
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe_en
https://www.biodiversa.org/1759
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe_en#:~:text=EU%20missions%20are%20commitments%20to%20solve%20some%20of,the%20Horizon%20Europe%20framework%20programme%20beginning%20in%202021.
https://oppla.eu/
https://eklipse.eu/
https://www.biodiversa.org/956
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/
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A bridge between Science and Policy

The Horizon Europe call

The Work Programme 2021 of Horizon Europe, the European Research & Innovation funding instrument 2021-
2027, includes the call to set up the Science Service. Read the text of the topic here7. The deadline to apply is 
06 October 2021. 

7.  For applying to topic HORIZON-CL6-2021-BIODIV-01-19: A mechanism for science to inform implementation, monitoring, review and ratcheting up of the 
new EU biodiversity strategy for 2030 (‘Science Service’), the text as available on the Funding and Tenders portal is the only valid reference. This factsheet 
is for information purposes only.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2021-biodiv-01-19;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=science%20service;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094502;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43121563;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=startDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState

