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1. The conceptual aspects under Cluster 6  
 

Cluster 6 contributes to the goal of reducing environmental degradation, halting biodiversity 

decline and managing natural resources in relation to the climate objectives of the European 

Union. For this, Cluster 6 contributes to all four key strategic orientations (KSO), but has major 

significance for: 

B. Restoring Europe`s Ecosystems and Biodiversity, and Managing Sustainably Natural 

Resources to ensure food security and a clean and healthy environment 

 

C. Making Europe the First Digitally Enabled Circular, Climate-Neutral and Sustainable 

Economy through the transformation of its mobility, energy, construction and production 

systems 

 

Table 1 - Overview of R&I expected impacts and KSOs 

RESTORING EUROPE’S ECOSYSTEMS 
AND BIODIVERSITY, AND MANAGING 

SUSTAINABLY NATURAL RESOURCES 
to ensure food security and a clean and 

healthy environment. 

 

MAKING EUROPE THE FIRST 
DIGITALLY ENABLED CIRCULAR, 

CLIMATE-NEUTRAL AND SUSTAINABLE 
ECONOMY through the transformation 

of its mobility, energy, construction and 
production systems. 

 

Climate neutrality and adaptation to climate 
change 

Sustainable and circular management of 
natural resources; tackling pollution; 

bioeconomy 

Preservation and restoration of biodiversity 
and ecosystems 

Innovative governance models enabling 
sustainability, environmental observation 

Food and nutrition security for all from 
sustainable food systems from farm to fork 

- 

Balanced development of rural, coastal and 
urban areas 

- 
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2. Key Impact Pathways (Pathways (KIPs) 
 

Table 2 - Overview of Key Impact Pathways 

Key impact pathway indicators Towards scientific impact How 

Scientific impact pathway 

indicators 

Creating highquality new 

knowledge 

publications, citations 

and world-class 

science 

Strengthening human capital in 

R&I 

skills, careers and 

knowledge diffusion 

Fostering diffusion of 

knowledge and open science 

shared knowledge, 

knowledge diffusion 

and new 

collaborations 

Societal impact pathway indicators 

Addressing Union policy 

priorities and global challenges 

through R&I 

results, solutions and 

benefits 

Delivering benefits and impact 

through R&I missions 

R&I mission results, 

R&I mission outcomes 

and R&I mission 

targets met 

Strengthening the uptake of 

R&I in society 

co-creation, 

engagement and 

societal R&I uptake 

Technological and Economic 

impact pathway indicators 

Generating innovation-based 

growth 

innovative results, 

innovations and 

economic growth 

Creating more and better jobs 

supported 

employment, 

sustained employment 

and total employment 
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Key impact pathway indicators Towards scientific impact How 

Leveraging investments in R&I 

co-investment, 

scaling-up and 

contribution to '3 % 

target' 

 

3. Policies and strategies linking Cluster 6 with the EU`s objectives 

 

Table 3 – Policies and strategies 

Policies/strategies Link 

Horizon Europe`s first strategic plan 

2021-2024 

Horizon Europe's first strategic plan 2021-

2024 (europa.eu) 

European Green Deal A European Green Deal | European 

Commission (europa.eu) 

Farm to Fork Strategy  Farm to Fork Strategy (europa.eu) 

EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy Biodiversity strategy for 2030 (europa.eu) 

Climate Action Climate strategies & targets (europa.eu) 

Circular Economy Action Plan Circular economy action plan (europa.eu) 

European Industrial Strategy European industrial strategy | European 

Commission (europa.eu) 

 

The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals with relevance for Cluster 6: 

 SDG 2 – zero hunger  

 SDG 3 – good health and well-being 

 SDG 6 - clean water and sanitation  

 SDG 8 – decent work and economic growth  

 SDG 9 – industry, innovation, and infrastructure  

 SDG 11 – sustainable cities and communities  

 SDG 12 - responsible consumption and production  

 SDG 13 – climate action  

 SDG 14 – life below 

 SDG 15 - life on land 

mailto:ncp@uefiscdi.ro
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1122
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1122
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#documents
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/circular-economy-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en
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Figure 1- The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (Source: GreenBiz) 

 

4. Horizon Europe destinations for 2023-2024 in Cluster 6 (draft) 

4.1. Overview  
 

Cluster 6 of the Horizon Europe framework programme finances projects that contribute to 

research and innovative solutions aimed at: 

 biodiversity 
 ecosystem services 
 food systems 
 agriculture 
 fishery and aquaculture 
 oceans 
 freshwaters and coastal areas 
 zero pollution 
 circular economy 
 bio-economy and biotechnology 
 green solutions for society, and 
 climate change 

Cluster 6 themes will focus on ‘destinations'. The seven destinations proposed for this 

cluster include: 

 Biodiversity and ecosystem services 

 Fair, healthy and environment-friendly food systems from primary production to 
consumption 

 Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors 

 Clean environment and zero pollution 

 Land, ocean and water for climate action 

 Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and urban communities 

 Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital solutions in support of 

the Green Deal 
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From expected impacts to destinations: 

 

Table 4 – Correlation between Key Strategic Orientations (KSOs) and Destinations in  

Cluster 6 

KSO`s expected impacts Destinations 

Climate neutrality and adaptation to climate 

change 

Land, ocean and water for climate action 

 

Preservation and restoration of biodiversity 

and ecosystems 

Biodiversity and ecosystem services 

 

Food and nutrition security for all from 

sustainable food systems from farm to fork 

Fair, healthy and environment-friendly food 
systems from primary production to 

consumption 

 

Balanced development of rural, coastal and 

urban areas 

Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, 

coastal and urban communities 

 

Sustainable and circular management of 

natural resources; tackling pollution; 

bioeconomy 

Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors 

Clean environment and zero pollution 

 

 

Innovative governance models enabling 

sustainability, environmental observation 

Innovative governance, environmental 

observations and digital solutions in support 

of the Green Deal 

 

4.2. Expected impacts 
 

I. Biodiversity and ecosystem services: 

● Direct causes of biodiversity loss – land and sea use change, natural resource use and 
exploitation, climate change, pollution, invasive alien species – as well as indirect 
causes – demographic, understand and deal with - socio-economic, technical, etc.;  

● Plan, manage and expand protected areas based on current knowledge and solutions. 

● Mainstreaming biodiversity, ecosystem services and natural capital in society and the 
economy: participation in public and corporate decision-making processes. Develop 
transformational enabling approaches to address societal challenges, such as through 
the deployment of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS).  
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● Support and sustainably use biodiversity and a wide range of ecosystem services by 
developing and improving practices in agriculture, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture. 

● Use advanced digital technologies where appropriate to network biodiversity research 
at EU and global levels to support policies and processes.  

● Understand the relationship between biodiversity and health, especially at the 
ecosystem level, in the context of climate change and globalization, and address 
contributions and trade-offs. 

 

II. Fair, healthy and environment-friendly food systems from primary production to 
consumption: 

 

● Enable sustainable, productive, climate-neutral, environment-friendly and resilient 
farming systems providing consumers with affordable, safe, traceable, healthy and 
sustainable food and increasing the provision of ecosystem services, while restoring 
and enhancing biodiversity, minimising pollution and pressure on ecosystems and 
emissions of greenhouse gases, fostering plant, animal and public health, improving 
animal welfare, and generating fair economic returns for farmers; 

● Enable sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, in marine and inland waters, increasing 
aquatic multi-trophic biomass production in a way compatible with the protection of 
aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity, diversification of seafood products, for fair, 
healthy, climate-resilient and environment-friendly food systems with lower impact on 
aquatic ecosystems and enhanced animal welfare. 

● Accelerate the transition to sustainable, healthy and inclusive food systems, delivering 
co-benefits for climate change mitigation and adaptation, environmental sustainability 
and circularity, sustainable healthy diets and nutrition, food poverty reduction, 
empowered citizens and communities, and flourishing food businesses, while ensuring 
food safety. 

 

III. Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors: 

 Accelerate regional, rural, local/urban and consumer-based transitions towards a 
sustainable, regenerative, inclusive, just and clean circular economy and bioeconomy 
across all regions of Europe, with special attention to the most sensitive/vulnerable 
regions, based on enhanced knowledge and understanding of science, to design, 
implement and monitor policies and instruments for circular and bio-based transitions. 

 Enhance European industrial sustainability, competitiveness and resource 
independence by lowering the use of primary non-renewable raw materials and 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other pollutants, achieving an improved 
environmental footprint (including on biodiversity), enabling climate-neutrality, zero 
pollution and higher resource efficiency. This will be supported by increasing circular 
practices in textiles, plastics, electronics and construction, developing industrial 
symbiosis and circularity by design, cascading use of biomass, clean secondary raw 
materials, along and across value chains. 

 Develop innovative and sustainable value-chains in the bio-based sectors substituting 
fossil-based ones, increasing circular bio-based systems from sustainably sourced 
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biological resources, replacing carbon-intensive and fossil-based systems, including 
via research on biotechnology and other enabling technologies, as a prerequisite and 
driver of future solutions for a circular economy and the bioeconomy transitions, with 
inclusive engagement of all stakeholders, including policymakers. 

 Improve consumer and citizen benefits, including in the rural settings by establishing 
circular and bio-based systems based on sustainability, inclusiveness, zero pollution, 
health and safety; reaching a significantly higher level of involvement of all actors 
(manufacturers, retailers, service industry, consumers, public administration, primary 
biomass producers etc.). 

 Safeguard multi-functionality and management of forests in Europe based on the three 
pillars of sustainability (economic, environmental and social), in particular to optimise 
the contribution of forests and the forest-based sector to climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. 

 Enlarge potential of marine and freshwater biological resources and blue 
biotechnology to deliver greener (climate-neutral and circular) industrial products and 
processes, and to help characterize, monitor and sustain the health of aquatic 
ecosystems for a healthy planet and people and propose accompanying changes in 
regulation where necessary. 

IV. Clean environment and zero pollution: 

 

● Reduce greenhouse gas emissions, promote plant, animal and public health, improve 
animal welfare, and provide a fair economy for farmers to achieve sustainable, 
productive, carbon neutral, green and resilient agricultural systems, and achievement 
of commercial interests. 

● Helps balance N/P fluxes within safe ecological limits at regional and regional scales, 
thereby restoring ecosystems  

● Movement towards clean and untreated oceans and seas, including the Arctic, as a 
result of scientific, technological, behavioral, socioeconomic, regulatory and green 
transition successes. 

● Improving the circulating bio-based systems that operate at planetary boundaries, 
replace fossil-based systems and their carbon footprint, mitigate climate change, 
restore biodiversity and protect air, water and soil quality along our supply chains. 
Organic production and industrial value chains across the EU and relevant national 
and transnational borders.  

● Replacing harmful chemicals with safer and more sustainable alternatives. In 
particular, increasing innovative biotechnology and other sustainable technologies to 
create zero-purity biological solutions.  

● Reduce the environmental impact of the food system, including the adoption of 
environmentally friendly, resource and energy efficient food value chain processes and 
consumption patterns. 

 

V. Land, ocean and water for climate action: 

 Better understand and enhance the mitigation potential of ecosystems and sectors 
based on the sustainable management of natural resources; 

mailto:ncp@uefiscdi.ro


   
IMPACT SECTION IN PROPOSALS UNDER CLUSTER 6 

 

NCP@UEFISCDI 29 August 2022 11/17 
ncp@uefiscdi.ro  

 

 Advance science and technology to support adaptation and resilience of natural and 
managed ecosystems, on land, in the ocean, in water and soil systems and economic 
sectors in the context of the changing climate, including its interaction with drivers of 
biodiversity change and zero pollution; 

 Efficient monitoring, assessment, modelling, data-pushed decision-making aid 
structures and projections associated with weather alternate impacts, mitigation and 
version capacity so as to derive answers for tackling rising threats and aid decision-
making in weather alternate mitigation and version regulations at European and 
international levels, such as using AI and different virtual answers;  

 Improve the adaptive potential to weather alternate of the ocean, sea, water and soil 
structures and sectors, such as through unlocking the capacity of nature-primarily 
based totally answers;  

 Sustainably manipulate scarce resources, mainly soils and water, as a result mitigating 
weather associated risks, mainly desertification and erosion, thank you primarily based 
totally onto knowledgeable decision-makers and stakeholders and integration of 
version measures in applicable EU regulations. 

 

VI. Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and urban communities: 

 

● A better understanding of the drivers of environmental, socioeconomic, behavioral, 
cultural, architectural and demographic change and their interrelationships, and the 
use of digital and natural resources to create sustainable, balanced and inclusive 
method to develop rural, coastal and urban areas etc. 

● Rural, coastal and urban communities are ready to act for change, achieve carbon 
neutrality, adapt to climate change, restore biodiversity and ecosystem services, and 
go digital and green. Empowering you to transform your transition into healthier, more 
resilient to shocks of all kinds. And positive developments change the long-term 
outlook, including jobs, for everyone, including women, young people and people in 
vulnerable situations. 

● As mountains and outlying regions that provide improved innovation ecosystems and 
innovative smarter circular solutions to rural communities.  

● Leverage social, digital and community-driven innovations to promote sustainable 
development of coastal areas, including coastal protection and resilience. We provide 
nature-based, scientifically validated solutions to existing socio-economic and 
ecological coastal threats. In this way, it enables the application of new social, 
economic and governance frameworks. 

● Urban and peri-urban communities, including the most vulnerable individuals and 
families, can access, buy and choose healthy, nutritious and environmentally friendly 
food.  

● Support communities in natural areas and coastal areas to provide sustainable, high-
quality, environmentally and socially friendly tourism, recreation and leisure activities. 
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VII. Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital solutions in 
support of the Green Deal: 

 

● An innovative governance model that enables sustainability and resilience. In 
particular, it enables better informed decision-making, community engagement and 
innovation.  

● Areas related to the Green Deal will benefit from the increased provision and use of 
environmental monitoring data, products and 'green' solutions. 

● Enhanced Global Earth Observation System (GEOSS).  

● Sustainability performance and competitiveness in the areas covered by Cluster 6 will 
be improved through greater use of digital and data technologies as a key factor. 

● Stakeholders and end-users, including primary producers and consumers, are more 
informed and engaged thanks to effective platforms such as Agricultural Knowledge 
and Innovation Systems (AKIS).  

● Strengthen the EU and international interfaces between science and politics to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

4.3. Expected outcomes 
 
All Destinations indicate their respective expected impacts. However, in terms of expected 
outcomes, only four Destinations list them as well as expected impacts. 
Below we present the four Destinations in Cluster 6 which mention expected outcomes. 
 
Destination I. Fair, healthy and environment-friendly food systems from primary 
production to consumption: 
 
 

 The partnership ‘Accelerating farming systems transition: agroecology living labs and 

research infrastructures’ will unlock the potential of agroecology to make agri-food 

systems environment‐friendly and regenerative, climate-neutral, inclusive, competitive 

and resilient. It will enable farmers and value chain actors to successfully apply 

agroecology principles thanks to a stronger R&I system for agroecology integrating 

science and practice, increased knowledge on the benefits, challenges and potential 

of agroecology for farming, food and society, improved sharing of and access to 

knowledge, place-based tailored solutions and innovations, and improved and 

transformative governance and policies. 

 Through partnership on ‘Animal health and welfare’, farmers and other actors will be 

better equipped to protect animals against infectious diseases, including zoonoses, 

and to improve animal welfare, while reducing the dependency on antimicrobials and 

enhancing food safety, quality. It will contribute to sustainable animal farming and the 

protection of public health and the environment. 

 Support farmers in managing natural resources (e.g., soil, water, nutrients, 

biodiversity, etc.) in innovative, sustainable ways, through R&I boosting low impact 
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farming, such as organic and agroecological farming, including by improving yields and 

phasing out harmful inputs and practices, promoting EU plant protein production, 

notably legume crops, and integrated water management, including innovative 

irrigation systems. 

 Improve plant health, reduce farmer’s dependency on pesticides and reverse 

biodiversity loss. 

 Enhance sustainable livestock production and animal welfare through improved 

knowledge on nutritional requirements and innovative on-farm practices and 

technologies for optimised use of local feedstuffs. 

 Implement an EU common approach to optimise the management of co-existence of 

outdoor livestock systems and wildlife by integrating science and practice on the 

preservation, protection and valorisation of wildlife and agro-pastoral systems. 

 Improve the position farmers in value chains and enable them to seize opportunities of 

green transition through local economies, social innovation, new and sustainable 

business and production models (e.g., new small-scale food production approaches, 

including novel minimal, organic on-farm processing). 

 Empower and interconnect farmers through the use of advanced digital and data 

technologies (such as AI, IoT, robotics) that support sustainable farming approaches, 

e.g., precision farming and product traceability. 

 Enable farmers to maximise provision of ecosystem services to the whole society, 

while ensuring resilient primary production, notably by valorisation of ecosystem 

services provided by legume crops. 

 Better equip farmers to make a significant contribution to climate-neutrality and 

become more resilient to climate change (Destination ‘Land, ocean and water for 

climate action’). 

 Support policymakers and actors across agri-food systems in creating market 

conditions and developing and implementing effective policies, in particular CAP, 

sustainable food systems framework law, contingency plan, environmental and food 

safety policies, enabling transition to sustainable and resilient farming and food 

systems (Destination ‘Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital 

solutions’). 

 Boost effective agricultural knowledge and innovation systems (AKISs) that speed up 

innovation and the uptake of R&I results from farm to fork (Destination ‘Innovative 

governance, environmental observations and digital solutions in support of the Green 

Deal’). 

 Make fisheries and aquaculture more precise, technologically advanced, fully 

embedded in the natural and socio-ecological system context including by reducing 

the footprint on aquatic biodiversity. 

 Better equip fisheries and aquaculture to become more resilient to climate change 

adverse consequences and to make a significant contribution to climate neutrality. 

 Enable European aquaculture industry to achieve its full potential for ensuring global 

food security in terms of volume, methods (e.g. organic production, improved 
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regulations, poly-cultures), variety of species (including low trophic level species), 

aquatic species welfare, safety and quality of products and services. 

 Better understand the impacts of climate change in terms of habitat change and 

ecological functioning and the consequent repercussions on stock shifts, species 

composition, health, and altered growth and reproduction rates to facilitate the 

adaptation of fishing vessels, fishing gear and catch methods to reduce the carbon 

footprint and to adapt to the changing climate regime. 

 Better understand climate change impacts in terms of stocks shifts, species 

composition and altered growth and reproduction rates allowing the fishing vessels, 

gears and methods to be adapted to the changing climate regime and to have less 

carbon footprint. 

 Enable aquaculture to become more sustainable with highly efficient use of resources, 

climate--neutral and adapt to a changing climate and its consequences, such as 

temperature rise, acidification, altered water quality and availability, extreme weather 

events, and other emerging risks. 

 

Destination II. Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and urban 

communities: 

 

 Improve understanding of policy makers and citizens regarding social inclusion 
challenges, the situation of people in vulnerable situations in rural and coastal areas 
and how to enhance social resilience, including in connection with ecosystem 
servicesfor coastal areas. 

 Improve understanding of policy makers of the behavioural and structural drivers of 
people’s lifestyle choices and people’s perceptions of rural life in the aftermath of 
COVID and of the long-term trends and opportunities for rural areas. 

 Facilitate a sustainable post-COVID recovery of urban, rural and coastal communities 
through biodiversity-friendly actions, professional, collective and personal attitudes. 

 Improve connections, strategies and governance arrangements that foster synergistic 
development of rural, coastal and urban areas and more integrated territorial policies 
and interventions in a growing number of localities and across several sectors. 

 Make rural and coastal actors feel engaged in a just and green transition and equip 
them with strategies and innovations to contribute to the EU’s climate-neutrality by 
2050 and benefit from a climate-neutral economy. 

 Increase prosperity thanks to the deployment of business models that are fit for the 
future and foster greater job opportunities for rural and coastal people, in particular 
with regards to territorial and marine economies and critical resources (water, soil, 
biodiversity). 

 Upgrade and develop more innovative and integrated policy frameworks capitalizing 
on international knowledge exchange, including indigenous, traditional and local 
knowledge63 and cultural heritage in a bottom-up approach. 

 Enhance knowledge on the costs and benefits of urban farming and improved policy 
frameworks to maximise its benefits for European society at large across all 
dimensions of sustainability. 

 Develop more diverse and systemic approaches and innovative solutions (digital, 
nature-based, social and community-led) with and for local communities, and increase 
the number of local actors with improved capacity to sustain these innovative 
processes and take up these solutions. 

 Improve connections between food provision and multi-functional nature-based 
solutions for the benefit and well-being of citizens including increasing resilience 

mailto:ncp@uefiscdi.ro


   
IMPACT SECTION IN PROPOSALS UNDER CLUSTER 6 

 

NCP@UEFISCDI 29 August 2022 15/17 
ncp@uefiscdi.ro  

 

(climate adaptation mechanisms) through the combination of the vision of the New 
European Bauhaus initiative to “call on all Europeans to imagine and build together a 
sustainable and inclusive future that is beautiful for our eyes, minds, and souls” with a 
sustainable food systems approach and make use of novel sources of inspiration. 

 Increase understanding, support and engagement among young people, 
professionals, authorities, decision makers and citizens at large for all dimensions of 
sustainability including through formal and informal education. 

 Local, coastal and policy communities use the coastal and nature-based ecosystem 
services for potentially year-round diversified sustainable eco-tourism activities. 

 Develop measures of well-being of the community beyond economic indicators 
(including social, environmental) and use them for developing collaborative community 
management models, including for sustainable tourism. 

 
Destination III. Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital 
solutions in support of the Green Deal: 
 

 The partnership ‘Agriculture of Data’ will contribute to increased sustainability 

performance of agricultural production and strengthened policy monitoring and 

evaluation capacities through using the full potential of Earth and environmental 

observation and data technologies. It will address public and private sector interests in 

a synergetic way. This will be done through responsible R&I delivering data-based 

green solutions and through establishing governance structures which allow for 

systemic approaches to the capitalisation and use of data. 

 Produce knowledge and innovative 'green' solutions (including to fill in-situ gaps) to 

support evidence-based policymaking, implementation and monitoring, including the 

development of EU policies and programmes under the Multi-annual Financial 

Framework (MFF) beyond 2021-2027. 

 Strengthen monitoring, reporting and management of natural resources and evaluation 

capacities, improving geographical coverage and data collection through innovative 

digital and data-based 'green' solutions (when relevant, through the use of local digital 

twins), including with science break-through and participatory, social and place-based 

innovation and governance. 

 Strengthen EU and international science-policy interfaces for improved governance in 

many areas, for example biodiversity protection, climate change, agriculture, forestry, 

bioeconomy, and blue economy and food systems. 

 Address political and socio-economic lock-ins, including mainstream and social media, 

and ensure policy coherence, the provision of sustainable public goods and services, 

and deliberative engagement regarding science and innovative solutions. 

 Foster the role of remote and in situ sensing and digital technologies (including AI) to 

enhance monitoring, reporting and verification of emissions and their removal for the 

EU’s land use (LULUCF) and carbon farming policies. 

 Deliver climate services for the climate transition using the broad range of 

environmental observations under the EuroGEO initiative. 

 Make good use of the wealth of environmental data acquired by citizens to support 

policy development.  

 Increase the resilience, sustainability and performance of production systems and 

working conditions in the sectors fostered through social transformation (with particular 

focus on e.g. gender, youth) and innovative solutions also based on digital and data 
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technologies, including AI-, IoT-, and augmented reality-based solutions. 

 Foster the inclusive usage of digital and data technologies to improve economic 

circularity, reducing waste and promoting reuse of materials. 

 Foster inclusive usage of beneficial trustworthy digital technologies, including an 

inclusive investment environment to drive sustainability and green deal targets. 

 Support effective AKIS by deepening the functioning of innovation support and bridging 

the gap between sciences and practice as well as the divide among thematic and 

advisory networks. 

 Support governance and social innovation in the bioeconomy and bio-based systems 

(such as revitalisation of European local communities with innovative bio-based 

business models and social innovation, or co-creation and trust-building measures for 

biotechnology and bio-based innovation systems), transforming traditional fossil fuel- 

based economic regions towards circular bioeconomy model regions. 

 Inclusive usage of beneficial digital technologies including media and creation of 

networks with citizens (citizen engagement) and researchers to enhance food system 

transformation and resilience. 

 

5. Evaluation 
 
As an applicant, you need to make sure that you have met the three evaluation criteria:  
(1) excellence, (2) impact and (3) quality and efficiency of the implementation. 

  
Thus, below are the evaluation criteria according to the type of instrument: 

 

Type of instrument* Evaluation criteria for impact section 

 

RIAs and IAs - Credibility of the pathways to achieve the 
expected outcomes and impacts specified in 
the work programme, and the likely scale 
and significance of the contributions from the 
project. 

- Suitability and quality of the measures 
maximise expected outcomes and impacts, 
as set out in the dissemination and 
exploitation plan, including communication 
activities. 

CSAs -Credibility of the pathways to achieve the 
expected outcomes and impacts specified 
inthe work programme, and the likely scale 
and significance of the contributions from the 
project. 

- Suitability and quality of the measures to 
maximise expected outcomes and impacts, 
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Type of instrument* Evaluation criteria for impact section 

 

as set out in the dissemination and 
exploitation plan, including communication 
activities. 

CoFund - Credibility of the pathways to achieve the 
expected outcomes and impacts specified in 
the work programme, and the likely scale 
and significance of the contributions from the 
project. 

- Suitability and quality of the measures to 
maximise expected outcomes and impacts, 
as set out in the dissemination and 
exploitation plan, including communication 
activities. 

 

* RIA – Research and Innovation Action 

IA – Innovation Action 

CSA – Coordinated and Support Action 
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