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Disclaimer

This guide aims to assist potential applicants. It is provided for information purposes 

only and is not intended to replace consultation of any applicable legal sources. Neither 

the European Commission nor EISMEA (or any person acting on their behalf) can be held 

responsible for the application made of this guidance document.
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HISTORY OF CHANGES

Version Publication Date Change Page

1.0 26.11.2024 • Initial version

2.0 10.09.2025 • Changes in the new dynamic Part A form including format,

keywords, budget table, participants, consents

Entire

document
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Dear Applicant,

•Kindly note that as of 10/09/2025, a new Part A
administrative application form was introduced for the
EIC Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP)
Scale Up Call.

•This updated form does not impact the content of the
proposal but rather relates to the format of the form and
administrative information regarding keywords.

• The new form integrates an expanded taxonomy of STEP
technological topics and introduces more dynamic
application fields. The new form will allow applicants to
better align the technological specialisation of their
proposal with the STEP’s strategic priorities and tailor the
narrative sections to the STEP keywords.

• Questions on ethics and security are standard for Horizon
Europe and must be answered.

• Please note that any applications currently saved in
“DRAFT” status must be re-submitted using the new
application form. Applicants may view and download
their draft proposal in the Funding & Tenders Portal in
case they would like to reuse any of the content in the
new form (see slide 12 for guidance).

EIC STEP call Part A submission form 
guidance
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/myarea/proposals


1 - General information and Keywords 

Fill this information carefully. Pay attention to the fixed keywords under the Priority 
areas section as they will be used to match your proposal with experts.

The available selection of keywords at each of the three levels is aligned with the
latest STEP Guidance Note, according to which the following sectors are considered
to be in the scope of STEP:
• Digital technologies
• Clean and resource efficient technologies
• Biotechnologies

PLEASE SELECT AT LEAST ONE “Technology sector”, “Technology area” and 
“Technology” (one complete row of keywords). Please note that you may select up 
to three priority areas (three complete rows of keywords).

The field “duration in months” should be filled to avoid the system blocking your 
submission, however, the duration will not be specifically assessed in the STEP call, 
so the time can be indicative.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2024/3209/oj/eng#:~:text=The%20purpose%20of%20this%20non-binding%20Guidance%20Note%20issued,of%20the%20STEP%20Regulation%2C%20to%20facilitate%20its%20implementation.


• All the declarations must be filled in order to be able to submit a proposal

2- Declarations
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• Please fill in the Organisation data and the Main contact.

3 - Participants

• For the departments carrying out the proposed work section, tick on the “not 

applicable” box if not relevant for your project.
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4- Budget

Indicate the Total 

targeted investment 

round (including the EIC 

STEP requested 

amount)

Indicate amount 

requested to the EIC.

Further information about the budget should be completed in Part 
B in the financial plan and consent annex (.xlm) attached to the 
application. 
You will be asked to be more specific about other equity elements.
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• Please fill in the Ethics and security questionnaire and self assessment

5 - Ethics (1)
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5 – Ethics (2)
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6 – Security
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•Please note in this new form, the first 

consent is mandatory
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7 - Other questions and consents



8 – Applications in draft status
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• Go into your profile on the F&T Portal and select “Proposals” in the left-

hand menu.

• Click on the three dots of the right of the proposal row and then click on the 

“View Draft”

• Click on the print preview to download and visualise your previous draft



For any question regarding submission and evaluation

of your proposal, you can contact the IT helpdesk via the Funding 

and Tenders Portal

For enquiries related to the validation process of participants having 

a Participant Identification Code (PIC), please write via the 

Participant Register.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register

